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As chair for Indiana
SAF, it was a financial
relief to have a national
convention so close to
home. The only other
convention I had attended was in Fort Worth,
Texas as a student member of SAF in 2005.
While representing Indiana SAF, I brought forth
the idea that if we are to
succeed at educating the
public about foresters
and forestry, it must involve a national level
outreach. While some
folks were as adamant
as I was, no motion was
officially made. That
being said, some positive movements are being made including the
#forestproud for social
media applications. Because of the geographic
location of the convention, a solid focus on
our oak regeneration
and recruitment crisis
was made throughout
technical presentations.
We all know the science
behind this, and constantly witness the con-

tributing factors that are
accelerating the process.
What is relatively new
and different is the
White Oak Initiative. I
encourage everyone to
visit whiteoakinitiative.org. A couple statements from their website are as follows: “The
White Oak Initiative
works to ensure the long
-term sustainability of
America’s white oak
and the economic, social
and conservation benefits derived from white
oak dominated forests.
While currently white
oak growing stocks are
sufficient to meet demand, forest monitoring, and long-term projections indicate problems in maintaining
high-quality white oak
regeneration. The White
Oak Initiative is composed of white oak dependent or interested
industries, trade associations, conservation organizations, agencies,
universities, and non-

profits working to

“I encourage
everyone to
visit whiteoakinitiative.
org.”
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ISAF Summer Meeting
Tour

profits working to ensure the long-term sustainability of America's
white oak and contributing to the conservation of white oak and
white oak-dominated
forests.” We as a profession are best positioned to save oak forests. It’s up to each one
of us on a daily basis to
decide if we are going
to use our science and
talents to implement
that on the landscape.
The ecosystems and
citizens of our country
are depending on us to
do this, whether they
realize or acknowledge
it or not. It is an enormous responsibility, but
I have faith that our
profession will respond.
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It has been a rewarding experience serving
as chair in 2019, and I look forward to the
leadership of Travis as he guides us
through 2020.
Mike Spalding
2019 ISAF
Chair

Portland Arch—ISAF Summer Tour

**SAVE THE DATE**

Indiana Society of American Foresters Winter
Meeting
March 5 & 6, 2020
Clifty Falls State Park Inn
“

Registration Due February 18, 2020
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Congratulations to New Officers of Indiana Society of American Foresters
We’ve got another slate of great leaders for ISAF in 2020 and are proud to welcome Andrew
Suseland and Elena Crosier to the ISAF board.
The two candidates have been unanimously confirmed. Mike Spalding, 2019 ISAF Chair would
like to congratulate both foresters and wishes them well during their time of service with Indiana
SAF. Thank you both for stepping up.
For those who may not have met our new Vice Chair, Andrew Suseland or our new Secretary
Elena Crosier, their photos and bios are attached here. Welcome Andrew and Elena!! Please attend the spring ISAF meeting so you can meet them both in person.
Vice Chair Position -- Andrew Suseland
“Growing up on a small farm in Northern Indiana, I was always fascinated with the outdoors. The
4-H and FFA programs taught me leadership and responsibility, which has given me the drive to
own a business. I am a 2012 Purdue University graduate with a Bachelor’s in Forestry and a minor in Wildlife. I worked for Wakeland Forestry Consultants from November 2012 until December of 2017, when Mike Denman and I decided to venture out and form Rooted IN Forestry,
LLC. My qualifications include being an NRCS technical service provider (TSP), an Indiana licensed pesticide applicator and a member of the Society of American Foresters since 2012. It has
always been my belief that forest management can improve the health and productivity of a woods
and result in a good long-term investment for the landowner. I strive to recommend management
options that are in the best interest of the woodland owner as well as the woods.”
Andrew Suseland
Consulting Forester
Rooted IN Forestry LLC
ajsuseland@rootedinforestry.com

Secretary – Elena Crosier
“Although I grew up in the suburbs west of Indianapolis, I always knew I wanted to work outside.
I am a lifelong Boilermaker fan and graduated from Purdue in 2014 with degrees in Forestry and
Wildlife. After college, I took a position interning with the DNR Division of Forestry at HarrisonCrawford State Forest. I liked it so much here in southern Indiana among the rolling hills and cave
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country, I accepted a resource specialist job and have been with the State Forest five years
now. I enjoy the variety of tasks my job includes. I mark and sell timber, work with the public, plan road improvements, work on recreational trails, inventory forest tracts, locate and
mark property boundaries, and spray invasives,
it’s
always something new.”
Elena Crosier
Resource Specialist
Harrison-Crawford State Forest
ecrosier@dnr.in.gov

__________________________________________________________________________________

Foresters Honored with Statewide Award
Four foresters with exemplary careers were recognized with the inaugural John F. Datena
Distinguished Forester Award at the recent Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners Association annual conference.
Bruce Wakeland of Culver, Pat Walker of Terre Haute, Gary Gretter and Stanley Hensler
(posthumously) were recognized for their leadership in forest conservation and support for
Indiana woodland owners. The award was named after former state forester John F. Datena to
honor his commitment to Indiana forestry.
Bruce Wakeland has been a consulting forester for over 40 years and planted over 10 million
trees in his career while mentoring seven younger foresters. He has been especially active in
the restoration of American Chestnut, founding the Indiana chapter of the American Chestnut
Foundation and on the national board of directors since 1993.
Pat Walker spent 22 years as an Indiana Department of Natural Resources district forester,
assisting private woodland owners to manage their woodlands. Later he worked as a forester
for Pike Lumber Company, conducting inventories and other forest management. Although
retired, he continues to volunteer for Indiana Tree Farm committee and Indiana Forestry Educational Foundation.
Gary Gretter, who passed away in March 2019, retired from the Indiana Division of Forestry
as the Harvesting practices and BMP Coordinator. He was a leader in the Indiana Forest Industry Council and worked tirelessly to make the logging profession safer and more efficient.
He was a mentor to many foresters, landowners, and loggers.
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Foresters Honored (cont.)
Stanley Hensler, who passed away in 1997, was a role model for many of the current and
retired foresters and was the first to plant significant numbers of hardwood tree plantings in
northern Indiana. Hensler founded the Hensler Nursery in Starke County in 1952, now in its
third generation.
Summing up the conservation ethic of all of the awardees, Hensler’s grandson said, “My
grandfather believed that planting a tree shouldn’t be a selfish act. His passion for planting
trees went beyond personal pleasure; he felt it was important to leave something for the next
generation.”
The awardees were selected by the Indiana Hardwood Lumbermen’s Association, Indiana
Association of Consulting Foresters, Indiana Society of American Foresters, and the Indiana
Forestry & Woodland Owners Association.
Contact:
Liz Jackson
Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners Association
Ph: 765-583-3501
Fax: 765-583-3512
E-mail: jackson@purdue.edu
*******************************************************************************************************************

ISAF SUMMER TOUR
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High School Students Benefit from ISAF Support
The Indiana Envirothon contest isn’t as
large as it once was, but
it’s still a contest that
inspires future leaders
to engage in and understand natural resource
management.
As many long-time
coaches and teachers
retire, younger coaches
and teachers are not
stepping up to lead
teams in many of our
schools. This year Indiana held six regional
contests. Two regional
contests were cancelled
due to the low number
of teams that had registered. Normally we
would have had 10-20
teams/contest. This
year we held six contests, attended by a total
of 52 teams. There
were still approximately 275 total students
who attended the regional contests. The
state committee is
working on strategies to
recruit more coaches
and get the numbers
back up.
At regional contests the
students have an opportunity to listen to
presentations by natural
resources professionals

in five areas: forestry,
wildlife, soils, water,
and a current issue
which changes each
year. This year’s topic
was how technology
can improve agricultural production. The students can ask questions
and learn from local
professionals.
Top teams from each
regional contest move
on to the State Contest
where this year 17
teams (approximately
97 students) competed
in a written test, hands
on questions, and gave
a 12-minute presentation. The oral presentations are given in front
of three judges. All
team members must
participate, and the
problem changes each
year. The team presents
a specific strategic plan
based on the problem
located on land in their
local area. They develop maps and interview
local land management
professionals for input.
These presentations are
an excellent venue to
get students to interact
with resource professionals and develop a
hands-on plan to manage resource on a piece

of land they are familiar
with. Their plan is then
critiqued by a panel of
judges at the contest.
The winning team in
2019 was Rossville
FFA. This is the second
consecutive year the
Rossville team has
won. Indiana’s top team
then competed at the
North American competition this summer in
Raleigh, North Carolina. They were joined
by top teams from the
Canadian provinces and
the other 50 states. The
National contest lasts
for a week and is an
intensive educational
opportunity where the
top three teams went
home with $30,000 in
scholarships.
The Jamestown High
School team from Williamsburg, Virginia
won first place at the
national contest but the
Rossville team did well.
Several years ago another Rossville team
did win first place at
the national competition so they have a long
history of excellence at
the Envirothon!
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High School Students Benefit from ISAF Support (Cont.)
Although normally one student from each team specializes in each of the topics- so one of the five
students on the team becomes the “Forestry Specialist” all the students who participate have a better awareness of how interrelated natural resources are, and no matter where their future takes
them, we believe they will be in a position to make wiser decisions with natural resources and
some may choose to pursue a natural resource profession.
Thanks to the Indiana SAF for their continued support for the Envirothon program. SAF funding
has paid for the booklets that go out to high schools, FFA, and other High School environmental
groups to recruit teams to participate in the Envirothon. The booklets provide information on resource topics, resources to study, and contest dates. Envirothon planners appreciate SAF helping
us train future natural resource professionals!

The Rossville Team takes home First Place!

A team works on their written tests.
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ISAF Forester Receives National Honor

4

We’re on the web:
indianasaf.org

Janet Eger, Newsletter
Editor
jeger@dnr.IN.gov

The National Office of the Society of American Foresters (SAF) has announced local forester Janet Eger has received the 2019 Presidential Field
Forester Award for District 9. District 9, one of eleven SAF districts is the
northeast area of the United States.
Eger works for the Indiana Department of Natural Resources as a District
Forester covering Lawrence and Orange Counties. She was recognized on
November 1, 2019 at the SAF National Conference in Louisville.
Eger was recognized for her innovative methods and record of excellence as
a forestry practitioner. They noted the special significance of her work with
landowners. Eger said, “I’m honored and humbled to be nominated and receive this honor.” She added that there are many deserving foresters.
John McNulty, SAF President congratulated Eger for being recognized for
her work on the ground where it matters. Eger responded, “I’ve had a rewarding career as a field forester and have enjoyed the time I spent early in my
career on public forestlands, and more so the last several years in dealing
with private landowners.”
She said it was such a privilege to be nominated by her peers, and to be
awarded this prestigious award from her professional Society, “It makes me
want to work harder to live up to the honor.”
Eger said, “The work done by professional foresters is often misunderstood
by the general populace.” She and other foresters work hard to manage Indiana’s forests, and she said she is proud to be a member of the Society of
American Foresters. She added, “I believe that by being a member, I’ve had
opportunities to interact with other professionals, and that has enhanced my
learning and career.”
MISSION: The mission of the Society of American Foresters is to advance the science, education technology and practice of forestry; to
enhance the competency of its members,; to establish standards of professional excellence; and to use the knowledge, skills and conservation
ethic of the profession to ensure the continued health and use of forest
ecosystems and the present and future availability of forest resources
to benefit society.

ISAF LEADERSHIP TEAM
Indiana Society of
American Foresters

Chair—Travis Dunn
Vice-chair—Andrew Suseland
Past Chair—Mike Spalding
Secretary—Elena Crosier
Treasurer—Josh Wagner

