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Some of you may have
heard…I sold a timber
sale back in 2017. I
know this may come as
a shock to some of you.
Why would a forester be
responsible for trees being cut down? Shouldn’t
I be responsible for taking care of the forest?
Shill, liar, troll, punk,
arrogant, condescending, junior level forester,
organized gang of prologging thugs, Nazi,
Chris (that’s not even
my name), are just a few
of the names I was
called. Here we are a
year and a half later, and
I still see “Save Yellowwood” signs every once
in a while. Most are at
the homes of the core
group of forest management opposition. During
the first year postharvest, I witnessed a
few amazing examples
of positive response to
the disturbance. The log
yard was seeded with a
native mix, including
partridge pea. The bumble bees were all over

the flowers. On one of
the major skid trails, I
encountered a timber
rattlesnake (state endangered species) sunning
itself. While walking on
the primary skid trail for
the entire harvest (which
had over 1,500 trees
dragged along it), I
pulled up a small tree
root wad. Under it were
four happy long tailed
salamanders. My last
example is that of a
large ginseng plant that
was thriving in the dappled sunlight of a mature white oak overstory
that featured a girdled
and dead sugar maple in
the mid-story from the
post-harvest forest stand
improvement. Let’s never forget the positive
influence our professional actions have on
the incredible forests of
Indiana, even when we
may be attacked for doing the right thing.
Mike Spalding,
ISAF Chair

Shouldn’t I
be responsible for taking care of
the forest?
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POLICY COMMITTEE

SB610
defeated
—for
now!

The 2019 Indiana legislative session ended in
late April with two
failed attempts to legislatively prescribe management practices for
Indiana’s state forests.
SB610 would have
mandated the development of a state forest
commission to develop
a 100-year plan for Indiana state forests, but
no other IDNR properties. It provided for one
professional forester, an
IDNR employee, to be
appointed to the commission. ISAF Executive Committee submitted a letter (http://
www.indianasaf.org/)
to Senate Natural Resources
Committee
members in opposition

to the purpose and
membership of the proposed commission. Despite a Natural Resources
Committee
member signing on to
this legislation, the bill
ultimately failed to receive a hearing.
SB363, a Senate-passed
bill relating to IDNR
operations was subject
to two amendments by
the House during its
consideration. The first
(“#6”) mandated the
development of a state
forest “task force” (see
SB610, above). The
second
amendment
(“#7”) mandated the set
-aside of ten percent of
each state forest proper-

ty as “old growth”.
Both of these amendments were defeated,
but garnered sizable
support from members
of both parties. Go to
http://iga.in.gov/
legislative/2019/bills/
senate to find out how
your House member
voted and be prepared
to state your position to
them, as these issues
will likely emerge
again during the 2020
legislative session.
— Bill Minter, Chair,
Policy Committee

MEET MIKE

Thousand Acres Woods—
Daviess County

I am originally from
Shelby County, Indiana, and my first ancestor, a Revolutionary
War veteran, settled
there in 1833 according
to BLM records. My
great
grandfather,
Brady Meltzer, owned
an old growth forest
where he did not cut
timber, but he was also
a logger, farmer, and
sawmill
owner/

operator. I grew up experiencing the majesty
of Meltzer Woods.
Among others, my father was very inspirational to me not only
with his work ethic, but
also his love of nature
when he would regularly plant trees on our
property and enlist me
to help cut firewood. A
very kind neighbor, Bill
Barker, introduced me

to rabbit, squirrel, deer,
and turkey hunting
when I was 12, and I
have been avidly hunting ever since. My first
experience with timber
harvesting came when
my grandfather sold
timber in 1995 and
gave us enough money
to buy our first computer.
This
computer
helped foster my education that culminated
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MEET MIKE (Cont.)
with me earning a bachelor of science in forestry from Purdue University in 2005. My career path,
however, was not that simple. While growing up, I considered careers in archaeology, meteorology, and even the culinary arts. When it came time to actually choose a post high school path wishes to pursue a career in something that they offer. That was not necessarily the case for me. I saw
it as a low cost alternative that I could pay for out of pocket, and a place to get a quick degree in
something electronics related. I worked two jobs and went to school there for a year and a half.
Then I transferred to Ivy Tech. At that time a good friend of mine decided to pursue a degree from
Purdue University. After making the trip up there and talking with a couple friends, I realized that
I must take the chance. I initially pursued a degree in wildlife management, but switched to forestry due to my love of trees and better job outlooks. This decision was in large part influenced by
my teaching assistant and later great friend who tragically died in a logging accident in 2016. I
have now worked as a full time forester for over 13 years. For a little over a year after graduating,
I worked as a private consulting forester in northern Indiana. I enjoyed the job but wanted to get to
southern Indiana, and accepted a job with DNR Division of Forestry at Jackson-Washington State
Forest in March 2007. My wife is also a forester. She is from Wisconsin and worked at Yellowwood State Forest prior to her current job with DNR assisting private forestland owners. Due to
making family life easier, I transferred to Yellowwood State Forest in October 2013. After my supervisor retired in May 2015, I was fortunate enough to interview for and be promoted into that
position in August 2015. I have since been the Resource Supervisor for both Morgan-Monroe and
Yellowwood State Forests. I am responsible for overseeing a staff of four foresters and supervising the natural resources related management of the 50,000 acres in the two state forests. I could
not be happier with both my career and my family. I get to manage our wonderful state forests for
the benefit of all people of Indiana and spend most of my days outdoors. My best advice to young
people graduating high school is to really consider what career would make you the happiest and
give you the best sense of fulfillment first and foremost. Then, secondly figure out whatever it
takes to pursue that career and work as hard as you possibly can to get yourself there. It took me
longer than it should have to get where I am, and I am not getting financially rich from my career.
The rewards of my career, however, are immeasurable, and it is where I was meant to be.
Mike Spalding, ISAF Chair

SAVE THE DATE
ISAF Forest Pesticide
Training
Program,
Wednesday, December 4, 2019 at the
Hendricks County Conference Center, Danville, IN. SAF CFE and
Indiana pesticide applicator CCH credits will

be available.
If you would be willing
to be part of an expert
panel or provide a
presentation at the program, please contact
Lenny
Farlee
at
lfarlee@purdue.edu or
765 494-2153. We are
looking for people will-

ing to share their experiences and expertise
related to the effective
and efficient use of pesticides for natural resource
management,
including TSI, site
preparation, tree planting establishment, invasives control, applica-

tion tools and
techniques, materials handling, integrated pest management,
safety
and efficiency, or
other related topics.

12/4/19
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WINTER TREE ID
Identifying trees can be
a tricky business, and to
many people, trees in
winter are just anonymous entities. With a
forester sharing some
insights on what to look
for, followed by some
field practice, trees can
be like old friends. As
most of us who spend
time in the woods
know, it may take a
while to come up with
the name of the tree
sometimes, but you recognize them and the
more you practice the
quicker their name
comes to you.
Tree ID workshop at Spring
Mill State Park

For the last several
years, the White River
RC&D in southern Indiana has been teaching
winter tree ID classes in
the four-county area.
The class location has
moved around, class
sizes have varied, and
the instructors have
changed, but there has
been an enduring interest in people taking the
class. There have been
a few people who came
back multiple years for
refreshers.
After our 2018 class,
we received a call from
a surveyor in Monroe
County who let us

know that in 2019 the
Indiana Society of Professional
Surveyors
Conference would be in
French Lick. She had
spoken with a colleague
who had attended our
Winter Tree ID class at
Spring Mill State Park,
and he had told her how
much he’d learned. She
asked if we’d be willing
to teach our class at the
surveyors’ conference.
Fast forward to January 2019, and Dale
Weigel and Janet Eger,
assisted by Teena Ligman, taught two sessions of Winter Tree ID
to surveyors at the conference. We thought we
had capped each class
at 30 students but we
ended up with 40 in
each class. We were
told our sessions were
the first to fill up for the
conference! The first
hour was spent indoors
with a PowerPoint lecture and sample twigs,
nuts and fruits. A packet was provided for
each surveyor to take
home. Then we loaded
them on a Trolley and
went to a nearby woodlot owned by the hotel,
divided into groups and
practiced in the woods.

Janet received an email later from a local surveyor
who stated that he and several of his colleagues were
talking and they agreed that
our Tree ID class was one
of the best things they attended at their conference.
Another surveyor sent a
note saying “Thank you so
much for offering the class!
You guys did an amazing
job, and all of the surveyors
clearly got a lot out of it.
The example twigs and
fruits were very helpful, the
slides and handouts were
informative (and great reference material- I’m keeping mine)!” This surveyor
went on to say that “Dale’s
(teaching) style during the
first hour was excellent. I
love presenters who cover a
lot of material without
mincing words. I was also
impressed that you found a
trail on the property with so
many representative trees.
The whole thing was
great!”
At the end of the sessions
we had a chance to talk to
many of the surveyors
while they waited for their
trolleys and they shared stories of how some of them
had found original witness
trees from the old GLO
land records and mentioned
amazing trees they had
come across.
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WINTER TREE ID (Cont.)
It was good to work
with these fellow outdoorsmen and women
to help them hone their
skills in better appreciating trees as well as
utilizing that skill in
their work.
A few weeks later, Dale
Weigel and Teena Ligman conducted another
workshop. This workshop was open to the
public and held at
Spring Mill State Park.
We had 22 register for
the workshop, and they
came from a variety of
backgrounds. An arborist from French Lick
brought his crew so
they’d become better at
learning their trees. A
horticulturist
from
Bloomington came for
the same reason—all
professionals
who
wanted more insights
into their business. Others came because they
wanted to know more
about the trees on their
property, or they just
liked to walk in the
woods, and wanted to
know more about nature. One man brought
his young daughter and
explained they liked to
learn things together
and spend time outdoors and he thought it
would be fun for them.

At this workshop we
had a 2-hour session
indoors on a Thursday
night, followed by a 3hour session on a Saturday morning in the
Park. We lost several
people on the Saturday
outdoor session when
temperatures were in
the teens, and as the
morning went on, more
peeled off to head for
their cars, but many of
them stayed the whole
time soaking up information like sponges
and asking questions.

formal classroom information as this represents a career’s worth
of learning in the field
and observation.”
Another result of the
workshop,
Spring
Mill’s new naturalist
has asked if we’d work
with her to develop a
Tree
Identification
Trail to interpret some
of the trees on the property. She attended the
class and is now excited about helping others
learn more about trees
as well.
These easy workshops
are an excellent way to
connect with our communities and share our
love of trees. If anyone
needs a copy of a
presentation
or
handouts to get started,
let
Teena
Ligman
(tdligman@att.net) or
Dale
Weigel
(dandkweigel@att.net)
know.

Tree ID workshop at Spring
Mill State Park sponsored by
White River RC&D Forestry
Committee

After the Saturday session we received a text
from the man who was
a horticulturist. He said
he isn't a forester, but
people expect him to
also know trees and he
keeps trying to increase
his knowledge so was
very appreciative of our
class and asked me to
let him know next year
so he can come again —Text and photos by Teena
for another refresher. Ligman
He said, “Thanks for
the excellent class you
and Dale put together. I
think this is such valuaCurrent IN SAF by the numbers:
ble information … Your
Professional members 121
guys knowledge of tree
Purdue Student Chapter 7
was very impressive
and goes beyond any
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ISAF FUND RAISER

It’s what the future
tree planting may
look like!

The little tree planting
came about in Washington County because
ISAF member Teena
Ligman knew a landowner who had a 3.9 ac
field to plant to upland
hardwoods. The property is near the Muscatatuck River in Washington County between
Salem and Vallonia. It
was a rough site: steep
areas, rock close to the
surface, heavy clay,
wouldn’t dry out, and

he had recently dozed
the site, then disked it.
We
persevered!
I
brought one of my people along, and Ron
Doyle (owner), myself,
and Wilbert McKenzie
planted it. Ron’s wife
Angie took photos. We
planted the 3.9 ac field
with 1,700 seedlings on
April 11th, then sprayed
the next week because
it was too windy that
day.
Several INSAF mem-

bers wanted to help, but
the planting had to be
done at the last minute
due to the continued
rains, so none of these
people were free to help
when the planting took
place. I am donating
$900 to INSAF from
the project.
—John Stambaugh

INDIANA HOSTS ACF NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Hundreds of forestry professionals will get a firsthand
look at Indiana’s hardwood
forests and the state of the
art in timber management
this month when the Association of Consulting Foresters (ACF) brings its annual
national
conference
to
French Lick. The conference
will take place from June 22
to 26 at the historic French
Lick Springs Hotel.
“Many Hoosiers have no
idea that Indiana is nationally known for our hardwood
forests,” explains Michael
Warner, president of the
Indiana Association of Consulting Forests (IACF),
which is hosting this year’s
conference. “Indiana’s hardwood industry provides over
$10 billion in economic impact and supports 70,000
jobs. Nearly 84 percent of
Indiana’s 4.9 million acres
of forest is privately owned,

and thanks to careful and
sustainable practices, those
forests are expanding, renewable resources that provide critically important
habitat.”
In February, Indiana Lt.
Governor Suzanne Crouch
announced
the
Indiana
Hardwood Strategy, an economic development effort to
expand current and attract
new wood processing facilities to Indiana and strengthen the hardwoods industry.
“The Lt. Governor’s announcement made this the
perfect year to bring the
national conference to Indiana,”
adds
Warner.
“Attendees from all over the
U.S. will get a firsthand introduction to our state’s topquality hardwood forests
and what professional foresters like our members are
doing to increase the health
of woodlands. Right now,

professionally managed forests in Indiana are growing
at better than twice the rate
at which wood is being harvested.”
Conference attendees will
participate in a wide range
of education activities and
discussions about forestry
and conservation practices,
including training for sustainability and conversations
about the impact climate
change will have on forests.
There’s also a first-ever fun
run. A highlight for attendees will be a tour of
Indiana hardwood forests
and wood-using industries,
with a visit to Spring Mill
State Park, home to Donaldson’s Woods, one of Indiana’s few tracts of true
virgin lumber.
Learn more at www.indianaacf.org.
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INDIANA HS STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM ISAF SUPPORT
The Indiana Envirothon contest isn’t as large as it once was, but it’s still a contest that inspires future leaders to engage in and understand natural resource management.
As many long-time coaches and teachers retire, younger coaches and teachers are not stepping up
to lead teams in many of our schools. This year, Indiana held six regional contests. Two regional
contests were cancelled due to the low number of teams that had registered. Normally there would
have been 10-20 teams/contest. This year there were only six contests attended by a total of 52
teams. There were still approximately 275 total students who attended the regional contests.
At the regional contests, the students have an opportunity to listen to presentations by natural resources professionals in five areas: forestry, wildlife, soils, water, and a current issue which changes each year. This year’s topic was how technology can improve agricultural production. The students can ask questions and learn from local professionals.
Top teams from each regional contest move on to the State Contest where this year 17 teams
(approximately 97 students) competed in a written test, hands on questions, and gave a 12-minute
presentation. The oral presentations are given in front of three judges. All team members must participate, and the problem changes each year. The team presents a specific strategic plan based on
the problem located on land in their local area. They develop maps and interview local land management professionals for input.
The 2019 top team was Rossville High School. This is the second consecutive year the Rossville
team has won. Indiana’s top team will compete at the North American competition this summer
with other top teams from Canada and the other 50 states. Although normally one student from
each team specializes in each of the topics; i.e., one of the five students on the team becomes the
“Forestry Specialist”, all the students who participate have a better awareness of how interrelated
natural resources are, and no matter where their future take them, we believe they will be in a position to make wiser decisions with natural resources and some may choose to pursue a natural resource profession.
Thanks go to the Indiana SAF for the continued support of the Envirothon program. SAF funding
has paid for the booklets that go out to high schools, FFA, and other high school environmental
groups to recruit teams to participate in the Envirothon. The booklets provide information on resource topics and contest dates. Envirothon planners appreciate SAF helping us train future natural resource professionals!
.

A team works on their written tests.

The Rossville Team takes home First Place!
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WHY SAF MATTERS TO ME
4

We’re on the web:
indianasaf.org

I have been a member of SAF longer than I have been a professional forester
(Purdue student member if you were wondering). The value of SAF has never been a question to me. Throughout my early years, and continuing today,
networking was essential. I love learning from other foresters and hearing
their experiences. Professional networking will always be critical. Continuing
education is also very important. These days, however, I find that educating
the public about forestry and defending the science and profession of forestry
must be the top priority of ISAF. It is disheartening that any professional forester in our state would choose not to be a member when our very science
and profession are under constant attack. Some of these attacks could be lessened through education and outreach, while some must be prevented by ensuring protection from bad legislation. We all know fellow foresters who are
not members. Please reach out and let them know why SAF supports them
and how that support must be reciprocated by them.
--Mike Spalding, ISAF Chair

MISSION: The mission of the Society of American Foresters is to advance the science, education technology and practice of forestry; to
enhance the competency of its members,; to establish standards of professional excellence; and to use the knowledge, skills and conservation
ethic of the profession to ensure the continued health and use of forest
ecosystems and the present and future availability of forest resources
to benefit society.

ISAF LEADERSHIP TEAM
Chair—Mike Spalding
Vice-chair—Travis Dunn
Past Chair—Chris Neggers
Secretary—Tommy Gunn
Treasurer—Josh Wagner
Indiana Society of
American Foresters

